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IS IT REALLY WELFARE?   

   As Presidential politics gain momentum, the vast field of Republican candidates is slowly shrinking. Businessman Herman Cain’s “suspension” of his campaign came after numerous allegations of sexual harassment and extra-marital affairs. In typical fashion of far too many modern-day politicians, Cain dismissed all allegations with what can only be translated as “that’s the way of doing business” while heading up the National Restaurant Association. 
   The latest accusation that put the campaign out of its misery was described as a 13-year “friendship” that provided a women with money, help and other such perks – a woman not his wife, with Cain blaming the merciless pursuit of such matters by the news media as unbearable for his family, all the while his wife stood behind him on the podium. 

   Cain’s campaign can only be “bested” for shallowness and unawareness by Texas Governor Rick Perry’s lame claim that Social Security is a ponzi scheme or worse yet, welfare. 

   Neither of these candidates ever demonstrated recognition of what the job of President of the United States entails, but sadly, exposed a lack of intellect to even learn on the job, something all too common in this time of voter cynicism. 

   The solution of far too many Washington politicians to the national debt and all things involving money is to rein in entitlements – Social Security and Medicare. The following discussion is a simplification written in such a way that should Businessman Cain or Governor Perry happen to read this edition, it just might be informative as to the ordinary working citizen of America. 

   Social Security is withheld from a person’s paycheck from the very first “real” job except in special circumstances and is withheld as long as a person works. (This discussion does not apply to government/state workers.)
   Medicare (yet another tax) is also withheld from paychecks during a person’s working career. Once a person stops working and starts drawing Social Security, that Medicare tax is withheld from a person’s monthly Social Security check as an individual’s payment for Medicare coverage. Medicare coverage must be supplemented by supplemental insurance from a private health insurance company, or medical costs over and above what Medicare covers must be paid out-of-pocket by the patient. 

   Welfare is defined as a program to help those who do not have the income or means to survive without financial assistance from government/social service agencies. Assistance to recipients is not contingent upon taxes having been paid by the recipient. 

   Now, what is the difference in life-long contributions to Social Security and contributions to a 401K Plan, an Individual Retirement Account (IRA), a self-employed retirement account (A SEP) or the new ROTH? The only difference is all the retirement plans are voluntary participation and Social Security is not voluntary. 

   Medicare operates similar to a single-payer health care system but is not. Those participating and covered by Medicare must pay a monthly premium and this program should not be confused with Medicaid. 

   According to Senator Mark Udall, D-Colorado, Social Security and Medicare “have done more to eliminate poverty for America’s seniors than anything else in our history – and they’ve helped hardworking families hold onto the American dream, even during tough times.” 

   Medicare has been around for a long while. In 1965, amendments were made to existing Social Security legislation that included establishment of the Medicare program. Reportedly, although unconfirmed by this writer, former President Harry S. Truman was the first enrollee to Medicare with his wife, Bess, the second. Yes, Medicare has been around that long!

Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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